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LQWHQVH�WDUJHWLQJ�RI�,6.�LQ�ERWK�FRXQWULHV�KDV�UHVXOWHG�LQ�VXEVWDQWLDO�ORVVHV�IRU�WKH
JURXS��EHWZHHQ������DQG�������,6.¶V�ORVVHV�DPRXQWHG�WR�WKH�NLOOLQJ��FDSWXUH��RU
VXUUHQGHU�RI�ZHOO�RYHU��������,6.�OLQNHG�LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�RYHU�����PLOLWDQWV�LQ
OHDGHUVKLS�UROHV��SUHGRPLQDQWO\�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ��$�SDUDOOHO�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH
JURXS¶V�ORVVHV�DQG�LWV�RSHUDWLRQDO�DFWLYLW\�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�ZKLOH�VWDWH�OHG�RSHUDWLRQV
KDYH�FXUWDLOHG�,6.¶V�RYHUDOO�QXPEHU�RI�DWWDFNV�DQG�LWV�JHRJUDSKLFDO�H[SDQVLRQ��WKH
JURXS�KDV�UHWDLQHG�LWV�DELOLW\�WR�FRQGXFW�KLJKO\�OHWKDO�DWWDFNV��DV�HYLGHQFHG�E\
UHFHQWO\�FODLPHG�DWWDFNV�LQ�.DEXO�LQ�ODWH�)HEUXDU\�DQG�HDUO\�0DUFK�������7KH
UHSRUW¶V�ILQGLQJV�DOVR�LPSO\�WKDW�RQH�RI�,6.¶V�NH\�VWUHQJWKV��ZKLFK�KDV�DOORZHG�LW
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Since its official formation in January 2015,
the Islamic State's affiliate in Afghanistan
and Pakistan has risen to prominence as one
of its most dangerous affiliates, making it one of the world's top four deadliest
militant organizations in 2018. Islamic State Khorasan's (ISK) ascendency,
however, has not come without heavy costs. Since 2015, a variety of state-led
operations against ISK have inflicted substantial manpower and leadership losses
upon the group across Afghanistan and Pakistan. This report is the first to
conduct a systematic review of operations against ISK between 2015 and 2018 to
answer the following questions: what is the nature and level of manpower losses
incurred by ISK in various campaigns against the group? How have these
operations altered the level of the ISK threat, and what do they reveal about
ISK's militant base? Finally, how have these operations affected ISK's
operational capacity?
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This report draws on open-source materials to assess the above questions, and
provides detailed information on the various state-led operations against ISK in
Afghanistan and Pakistan and the group's associated costs in terms of losses of
both leadership and other ISK-linked individuals. As this report demonstrates,
intense targeting of ISK in both countries has resulted in substantial losses for the
group; between 2015 and 2018, ISK's losses amounted to the killing, capture, or
surrender of well over 10,000 ISK-linked individuals and over 500 militants in
leadership roles, predominantly in Afghanistan. A parallel examination of the
group's losses and its operational activity indicates that while state-led operations
have curtailed ISK's overall number of attacks and its geographical expansion, the
group has retained its ability to conduct highly lethal attacks, as evidenced by
recently claimed attacks in Kabul in late February and early March 2020. The
report's findings also imply that one of ISK's key strengths, which has allowed it
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7KH�&RPEDWLQJ�7HUURULVP�&HQWHU�LV�DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW��SULYDWHO\�IXQGHG��UHVHDUFK
DQG�HGXFDWLRQDO�LQVWLWXWLRQ�ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�6RFLDO�6FLHQFHV�DW�WKH
8QLWHG�6WDWHV�0LOLWDU\�$FDGHP\��:HVW�3RLQW��7KH�&HQWHU�LV�XQLTXHO\�VLWXDWHG�DW
WKH�QH[XV�RI�WKHRU\�DQG�SUDFWLFH��ZKLFK�HQDEOHV�LW�WR�VHUYH�DV�D�IRFDO�SRLQW�DQG�DQ
LQGHSHQGHQW�YRLFH�RQ�WHUURULVP�DQG�FRXQWHUWHUURULVP�VWUDWHJ\�ZLWKLQ�WKH
JRYHUQPHQW�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�DFDGHPLF�FRPPXQLW\�

>>>�*;*�<:4(�,+<

<RX�DUH�UHFHLYLQJ�WKLV�H�PDLO�EHFDXVH�\RX�KDYH�VXEVFULEHG�WR�WKH�&RPEDWLQJ�7HUURULVP�&HQWHU�1HZVOHWWHU

-VY^HYK�[V�H�MYPLUK¬¬¬_¬¬<UZ\IZJYPIL¬¬¬_¬¬>LI�]LYZPVU¬¬¬_¬¬(KK�\Z�[V�`V\Y�HKKYLZZ�IVVR

to survive the onslaught of state-led operations, is its access to a steady supply of
experienced militants on both sides of the border that allows it to replace its top
leaders and replenish its human capital.
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