
Second U.K. Spy-Poisoning Suspect 
Identified as Russian Military Doctor 

British investigative journalism group says it uncovered true identity 

   The poisoning suspect British prosecutors 
identified as Alexander Petrov is really Alexander Yevgenyevich Mishkin, a Russian military doctor, 
according to the investigative-journalism site Bellingcat. PHOTO: /ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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A London-based investigative journalism group said it has learned that one of the men 
accused of poisoning a former Russian spy in Britain earlier this year is a medical doctor 
and veteran of Russia’s military intelligence service. 

The group, Bellingcat, reported on its website Monday evening that the man identified 
and charged by U.K. authorities as Alexander Petrov is actually Alexander Mishkin, a 
highly decorated member of Russia’s military intelligence service, commonly known as 
the GRU. 
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  Bellingcat used documents 

including a passport to identify Mr. Mishkin, it said. PHOTO:/ASSOCIATED PRESS 

The announcement came two weeks after Bellingcat and investigative website Insider 
reported that Ruslan Boshirov, identified by U.K. authorities as Petrov’s partner in the 
alleged assassination attempt, was actually Anatoliy Chepiga, a GRU colonel. 
Bellingcat said it used “multiple open sources, testimony from people familiar with the 
person, as well as copies of personally identifying documents,” including a scanned copy 
of Mr. Mishkin’s passport, to prove that he wasn’t in fact named Petrov. 

Last month, British prosecutors charged two Russian men—named in court proceedings 
as Alexander Petrov and Ruslan Boshirov—with four offenses related to the poisoning of 
67-year-old defected Russian spy Sergei Skripal, who has lived in Britain since a 2010 
spy swap with Moscow. His daughter Yulia was also poisoned, and like her father, left 
critically ill following the attack. 
Western allies expelled dozens of Russian diplomats as punishment for Moscow’s 
alleged role in the Skripals’ poisoning. In August, the U.S. announced a new series of 
sanctions and threatened additional stronger measures in November if Moscow fails to 
comply with certain criteria. 

According to Bellingcat’s reporting, Mr. Mishkin, 39, was born in Loyga, a village in the 
district of Arkhangelsk Oblast in northwestern Russia. He graduated from one of Russia’s 
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elite military medical academies and “was trained as a military doctor for the Russian 
naval armed forces,” the investigative group reported. 

  Two Russians 
suspected of poisoning a former Russian spy in the English city of Salisbury said they were visiting the 

cathedral there and not acting as agents of Russian military intelligence. Image: Russia Today 

While pursuing his studies, Bellingcat said, Mr. Mishkin was recruited by the GRU and 
assigned an undercover identity, “including a second national ID and travel passport—
under the alias Alexander Petrov.” 

His assignments under his new alias included multiple trips to Ukraine and the nearby 
breakaway region of Transnistria, according to Bellingcat. 

The investigative website said that unlike Boshirov, who it says is a pseudonym for Col. 
Chepiga, Mr. Mishkin’s alter-ego Petrov shared most of his biographical details “such as 
the exact birth date, first and patronymic name, and first names of his parents.” Bellingcat 
also noted that until early September 2014, Mr. Mishkin’s registered home address in 
Moscow was the same as the address for the GRU headquarters. 

Presidential spokesman Dmitri Peskov said Tuesday the Kremlin had no further comment 
on media reports regarding the identity of the two men. 

The Kremlin has insisted the men are civilians and Russian President Vladimir Putin has 
denied his government’s involvement in the Skripals’ poisoning. 
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When Bellingcat and Insider identified the first poisoning suspect as being a GRU 
recipient of a Hero of the Russian Federation award—an honor bestowed personally by 
the president of Russia—Russian officials denied that he was a military agent. 

Last month, men identifying themselves as Boshirov and Petrov told a Kremlin-backed 
television station they had been in the U.K. to visit the famous cathedral in Salisbury, the 
southern English city where the attack occurred. 
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