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CHARLOTTESVILLE — 

One year after violent protests in Charlottesville, witnesses and victims reflect on the day a Nazi 
sympathizer allegedly plowed his car into counterprotesters.  

Ryan Kelly had been working all day when he heard a car rev its engine and saw a flash of metal 
speed by. He didn’t know what was happening; he didn’t think. He did what photojournalists do: 
pointed his camera and shot. 

What he captured on Aug. 12, 2017, was an image that would command the world’s attention, win 
journalism’s highest honor and symbolize the worst moment of this university town’s worst day: a 
gathering of white nationalists and the killing of a young woman who came to protest them. 

 

  In that microsecond of frozen mayhem, human 
bodies hang above a car in poses of almost balletic violence, a killing force portrayed as chilling stillness. 

Glasses and cellphones are suspended midair, bottles spout contrails of water, shoes are flung from 
splaying legs. 

It’s a photograph both revelatory and cryptic. The image appears to offer a wrenching glimpse of 
Heather Heyer’s last moments as she was killed. 
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But it’s notable for what it hides — others being injured behind the flying bodies. 

To this day, Kelly knows little about most of the people in the picture, even those captured upside 
down, their lives in peril. He doesn’t know their names or how badly they were injured. 

“It’s still hard to look at,” said Kelly a year later. “So much is contained in that moment.” 

This is the story of that moment, what led up to it and what followed. 

The rally 
It was shortly after 1 p.m., and the mood among counterprotesters was soaring. A volatile Unite the 
Right rally had just been declared an illegal assembly by the city’s overwhelmed police. The white 
supremacists and neo-Nazis who had descended on Charlottesville to protest the removal of a statue 
of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee were dispersing. 

“We felt like we had won,” said Bill Burke, a thrift store employee who had driven six hours from 
Ohio to oppose the rally. He was walking with other members of the International Socialist 
Organization on East Water Street when they converged with other groups of counterprotesters. A 
celebration broke out. 

“I thought of them as the ‘happy people,’ ” said Marissa Blair, now 28, a recent law school grad and 
paralegal at a Charlottesville law firm. “There were people dressed as clowns and people giving out 
water and hugs.” 

Blair was with two friends who also worked at the Miller Law Group, Courtney Commander and 
Heyer, and while they wanted to protest, they weren’t looking for trouble. All morning, they had 
changed direction whenever they got too near the fights and skirmishes breaking out. 

They were put at ease by the watchful presence of Blair’s fiance, Marcus Martin, now 27, a tall, 
athletic landscape worker. 

“That’s why I was there, to keep an eye on them,” Martin said. 
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  Newlyweds Marcus and Marissa 
Martin on the Charlottesville street where their friend, Heather Heyer, was killed in last year’s 
deadly car attack. (Calla Kessler/The Washington Post) 

Heyer, a 32-year-old committed activist for racial equality, was already dressed in black for her 
evening shift as a bartender at Café Caturra. She had just been preparing to head to work when they 
ran into the “happy people.” 

“She decided to hang out a bit longer,” Blair said. “It was like victory. Hey, these are our streets.” 

At that moment, a few blocks away, at least one person was not ready to cede them. A gray Dodge 
Challenger with Ohio plates turned onto Fourth Street SE, heading south. 

Down on East Water Street, calls erupted from someone trying to steer the cheerful mob: “Left! Go 
left!” 

Many in the crowd, including the four friends, turned left onto the much-tighter confines of one-lane 
Fourth Street SE, heading north. 

The impact 
Kelly had also just turned onto Fourth. It was his last day on the job as one of two staff 
photographers at the Charlottesville Daily Progress. He was 30 and loved shooting local news and 
sports. But after four years, he was burned out. The long hours and low pay at a shrinking paper had 
become too hard on his young marriage; the growing hostility to journalists had worn on his psyche. 

“I was ready for a change, no doubt,” he said. 

He was slated to start a new job in two days as social media manager for a craft brewery in 
Richmond. He just had this last assignment to get through. 
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  Photographer Ryan Kelly was about to start a new job at 
Ardent Craft Ales in Richmond. On his last day of work at the Charlottesville Daily Progress, he was assigned to 
shoot the Unite the Right rally. (Julia Rendleman for The Washington Post) 

He’d been taking photos of the rally since early that morning. Now, with the joyful crowd coming his 
way, he thought he would have a moment to relax. 

He noticed the gray Dodge backing up on Fourth, away from the crowd, and assumed it was looking 
for a way around the marchers. The street was supposed to be closed to vehicular traffic that day; an 
investigation would find that no police were there to block it. 

Then he heard the engine, saw the blur of chrome and steel. He lifted his Canon and locked his finger 
on the button. 

Kelly captured more than 100 images in about 24 seconds. The first frames show a 4,000-pound 
muscle car punching into bodies protected only by sunblock and poster board. 

The marchers in the front darted frantically away from the rushing bumper. Those behind them were 
directly in its path. Some never even saw the car. 

“I didn’t hear a thing,” said Blair, who was shooting a Facebook Live video of the scene that reveals 
no sign of the charging vehicle then just feet away. 

But Martin did. He was checking his phone. “And then I heard tire screeches,” he said. 

He didn’t have time to process the danger, but he reacted instantly, giving a mighty push to Blair’s 
back, propelling her toward a black Toyota Tundra parked to their left. 

“I just felt a huge shove, and I was on the ground,” Blair recalled. 

In Kelly’s sequence of photos, her blue cap is visible moving to the right as the Challenger barrels 
into the crowd. In one haunting frame, Heyer’s head and glasses are visible near the center of the 
vehicle, directly in its path, between the ramming car and a white sedan stuck in the intersection. Her 
eyes seemed locked on those of the driver, identified later by police as 20-year-old James Alex Fields 
Jr. 

Heyer was beyond Martin’s reach. “I just couldn’t get her,” he said. 
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As Commander and Blair lurched out of the way with inches to spare, Martin tried to vault onto the 
truck, even as the Challenger pinned him against the parked vehicle. He got high enough off the 
ground to save his life, but his legs caught, shattering his left ankle. His head snapped back, flinging 
his red cap off in a shower of glass and water. 

In the crazy energy of the impact, he spun up and backward over the car, falling spine-first beyond 
the rear bumper. Kelly’s lens captured Martin nearly horizontal before he hit the ground, the red-and-
white Air Jordans that Blair had given him for Christmas pointed at the sky. Above him, a young 
man with a tattooed back — whose identity remains a mystery — is upside down in a somersault 
over the car. Other arms and legs and heads fly akimbo. 

Above them all, in the photo that would go around the world, hovered a sign that read simply: 
“LOVE.” 

As Blair picked herself off the sidewalk, the Challenger backed away, fleeing up the hill in reverse. 
Before it turned, Martin’s red-and-white shoe fell from the crushed front end. 

 

 

  The Dodge Challenger, allegedly driven by James 
Alex Fields Jr., reverses up Fourth Street SE after ramming the counterprotesters. (Ryan M. Kelly/AP) Marcus Martin’s 
red-and-white Air Jordan falls from the car as it is driven in reverse up the hill. (Ryan Kelly/The Daily Progress) 

On the street, it was pandemonium. Blair quickly caught sight of Commander, limping but upright. 
She looked for her fiance. 

“Marcus! Marcus!” she screamed above the shouts and cries, the phone in her hand still recording 
video. She spotted his red cap, covered in blood. Her voice grew quieter, more plaintive. “Marcus?” 
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It took agonizing minutes for someone to approach her, ask her name and drag her toward a doorway 
where Martin had been asking for her. He was in pain, wincing as they cut the remaining shoe from 
his left leg, but he was alive. 

“Where’s Heather?” he asked. 

A few yards away, Burke, the socialist from Ohio, had regained consciousness against a hard curb. 
He didn’t remember the impact, but he had a blinding pain in his head and something large under his 
shoulders and backpack. It was a woman. He struggled to move. 

 

 

   First responders try to help Bill Burke, who didn’t remember the impact of 
the car when he regained consciousness beside Heather Heyer. (Go Nakamura/AP) 

   Bill Burke with his wife, Annie Burke, in Athens, Ohio, where he still worries 
that he might have played a role in Heyer’s death. (Maddie McGarvey for The Washington Post) 

He heard a voice say, “You need to hold your head together.” Helpful hands guided his fingers to a 
gash in his head. Other voices, urgent ones, asked if Burke could shift to the side. A former EMT, he 
became aware of the tense flurry of attention the woman beside him was getting. 

“My body rocked with each chest compression they did on her,” he said. “I began counting with 
them. I wanted to help, but I couldn’t even open my eyes.” 

Months later, even as he struggles with lingering memory and cognitive issues from his brain injury, 
Burke feels guilt over any role he might have played in Heyer’s death. “I worry that I fell on her. I 
just get this feeling that it was my fault.” 

Susan Bro, Heyer’s mother, was spending that Saturday at a friend’s house miles outside 
Charlottesville. They had just finished salads from McDonald’s when her phone rang. 

It took agonizing minutes for someone to approach her, ask her name and drag her toward 
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his left leg, but he 

"Where's Heather?" 

A few yards away, Burke, the socialist from Ohio, had regained consciousness against a 
He didn't remember the impact, but he had a blinding pain in his head and something large 
shoulders and backpack. It was a woman. He struggled 

First responders try to help Bill Burke, who didn't remember the 
the car when he regained consciousness beside Heather Heyer. (Go 

Bill Burke with his wife, Annie Burke, in Athens, Ohio, where he 
that he might have played a role in Heyer's death. (Maddie McGarvey for The 

He heard a voice say, "You need to hold your head together." Helpful hands guided his fingers 
gash in his head. Other voices, urgent ones, asked if Burke could shift to the side. A former 
became aware of the tense flurry of attention the woman beside him 

"My body rocked with each chest compression they did on her," he said. "I began 
them. I wanted to help, but I couldn't even open 

Months later, even as he struggles with lingering memory and cognitive issues from his 
Burke feels guilt over any role he might have played in Heyer's death. "I worry that I fell on 
just get this feeling that it was 

Susan Bro, Heyer's mother, was spending that Saturday at a friend's house 
Charlottesville. They had just finished salads from McDonald's when her 



“Marissa was at the hospital, and they were looking for Heather’s next of kin,” she said. She yelled 
for her friend to drive her to the emergency room. “I called my parents,” she remembered, “and said: 
‘You better pray. Something’s wrong.’ ” 

Kelly had chased the retreating car for a block. When it was out of sight, he finally looked at the 
screen on his camera, quickly reviewing what he had photographed. He could see now what he 
hadn’t processed in real time. 

“Wow, there are bodies flying,” he thought. Within a few minutes, he and his editor — who was also 
covering the rally — were sitting on a bench with a laptop, amazed at one picture in particular. 

“That’s when it really hit me we needed to get this out into the world,” Kelly said. “I knew that was 
the image.” 

The aftermath 
In the year since Aug. 12, few people have looked at that image more intently than Heyer’s mother. 
She pores over it, and all the photos and videos she has collected from those brief, eternal seconds on 
Fourth Street SE, finally buying more cloud storage to accommodate them. It comforts her, she said, 
to know as much as she can about her daughter’s last moments. 

“That’s my girl, looking right at him,” she said a few days before the anniversary of Heyer’s killing. 
On her tablet is one of Kelly’s frames. On it is Heyer’s forehead and glasses just visible in the path of 
the car. 

1:54 

Susan Bro: 'The lasts of the firsts' 

As the anniversary of the violent Charlottesville protests approaches, Susan Bro, mother of Heather 
Heyer, reflects on the first year without her daughter. (Video: Joyce Koh/Photo: Calla Kessler/The 
Washington Post) 

Bro has adopted her daughter’s passion for racial justice, running the Heather Heyer Foundation from 
an office in Heyer’s former law firm. She says she plans to write a book about her daughter, their 
relationship and carrying on Heyer’s legacy of standing up for what’s right. 

She visits Fourth Street often, sometimes having dinner in her car next to the shrine of flowers and 
chalk tributes that still cover the sidewalk. She was there a few days before the anniversary of the 
rally with Martin and Blair. Except she’s not Blair anymore. Her name is now Marissa Martin. 

Marissa and Marcus married in May. Bro came and released a box of butterflies. Kelly was hired 
by the New York Times to shoot the photographs. 

Marcus, who escaped the ramming with a fractured ankle, scrapes and bruises, goes to court every 
time he can to watch the proceedings against Fields, the alleged Nazi sympathizer who will stand 
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trial on charges of first-degree murder and who also faces a federal hate-crime charge that could 
carry the death penalty. 

Marcus has started to play basketball again. He even found his shoe; someone had placed it on 
Heyer’s shrine, and now he keeps it in a box with the one the EMTs cut off. Marissa recently landed 
a job she loves, negotiating contracts for an international investment company. In many ways, it’s 
been a good year for them. 

“It really has,” Marissa said, smiling. She paused, looking at the newly installed street sign that reads 
Heather Heyer Way. “But emotionally we’re still working on it. I still don’t really like this road.” 

Marcus shook his head. “He was right there,” he said, pointing at the center of the lane. Then he 
pointed at the spot where he shoved one of the women he was protecting out of danger but couldn’t 
reach another. 

“Miss Susan,” he started to say to Bro. But they’d said it all before. 

“You are such a sweet couple,” she told them. “It’s still raw, and you’re trying to build a life out of 
love.” 

Marcus, too, has scrutinized every pixel of the photo, including what he believes is a blurred glimpse 
of Heyer’s face as she’s thrown backward. His prominence in the center of the frame, he knows, 
means he will long be known as the guy flying over the car. 

The picture ran on myriad TV news broadcasts and was on the Aug. 13 front pages of newspapers in 
dozens of cities, including The Washington Post. Few reports about Charlottesville fail to include the 
image. 

 

  An undated photo from the Facebook account of Heather Heyer, who was killed Aug. 12, 2017, 
when a car plowed into a crowd of counterprotesters in Charlottesville. (Reuters) 

Kelly started his job at Ardent Craft Ales less than 48 hours after he took the shot. The break from 
journalism, he said, helped him gain some soothing distance from the trauma of his last day as a full-
time photojournalist. But the image continued to shape his year. Twitter trolls accused him of 
doctoring the photo. He worried how Heyer’s family would feel about it until he met Bro at Marissa 
and Marcus’s wedding, and she assured him that she appreciated his images and the understanding 
they gave her. 

From his peers, the picture brought nothing but acclaim. 
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On April 16, he and his wife were flying home from Amsterdam, where he had accepted an award 
for the photo. “We landed, I turned on my phone, and it was just swamped with texts and tweets and 
calls,” Kelly said. 

He had won the Pulitzer Prize for breaking-news photography, an accolade that leaves him both 
proud and pensive. 

“I’ve also been very aware that it came at the expense of the death of Heather Heyer, of dozens of 
other people being injured, of Charlottesville being torn apart,” Kelly said, sitting amid the kegs and 
barrels of his new life. “I think about that every day.” 

 
 
How to confront the bigots in D.C.’s streets 
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IT WAS preposterous for Metro to have considered using separate, dedicated subway cars for the 
array of racists, bigots, neo-Nazis, white nationalists and other thugs set to descend Sunday on 
Washington on the anniversary of the violence last year in Charlottesville. It may also have been an 
effort at sound policing. 

That’s the paradox facing authorities in the national capital area as they prepare to deal with several 
hundred “protesters” expected for the Unite the Right rally downtown. In Charlottesville, official 
bungling enabled chaos, violence and, ultimately, a young woman’s death in the city’s streets. From 
a public-safety standpoint, one of the key lessons from that tragedy is the critical importance of 
separating mutually hostile demonstrators. 

It’s one thing to ensure such separation above ground. But how to accomplish that underground in 
Metro, if racists and their antagonists, including Antifa counterprotesters, are crammed together 
aboard the same subway cars? Metro wisely scrapped the idea of separate cars, which was rejected 
by its biggest employee union, whose members are mainly African American and other minorities. 

Now, the task for Metro, as for an array of local law enforcement agencies including D.C. 
police, U.S. Park Police, Virginia State Police, and Fairfax and Arlington counties police, is to keep 
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police, U.S. Park Police, Virginia State Police, and Fairfax and Arlington counties police, is 



the peace, allow for the exercise of First Amendment free speech rights and ensure that nothing 
resembling what happened in Charlottesville happens in the nation’s capital. 

There is cause for guarded optimism. D.C. police and Metro transit police have a history of working 
cooperatively, including earlier this year when the two joined forces to combat a spate of robberies 
occurring above and below ground. D.C. police have also worked in the subway for major local 
events such as Major League Baseball’s All-Star Game last month and the March for Our Lives this 
spring. 

Officials say that large contingents of extra security personnel will be deployed this weekend, 
including police in uniform and in plain clothes. They appear alert to the danger of physical 
confrontation, which serves no one’s interests except for the white nationalists, fringe figures for 
whom any manner of publicity only amplifies their twisted agenda. 

That leaves the question of how to confront and counteract those who will converge downtown. In 
our pages a few days ago, Maria J. Stephan, who has written widely on nonviolence, described the 
variety of countertactics available to citizens who want to express outrage and opposition to bigotry 
and hatred without provoking or being provoked into scuffles and brawls. 

Mocking them is a good approach, as is reaching for the wallet; in one town in Germany, Ms. 
Stephan noted, residents contributed 10 euros (about $11.40) to a program that induces people to 
leave far-right groups. She also recommends “dispersed, low-risk” techniques that avoid potential 
clashes while enabling a show of rejecting the bigots in the street. One example would be gathering 
on the rooftops of D.C. apartment buildings, hotels and businesses to shout for fundamental 
American ideals — tolerance, mutual respect, equal opportunity — that represent an affront to 
noxious groups such as Unite the Right without posing the risk of physical confrontation. 
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One year ago, an ad hoc coalition of armed far-right paramilitary groups marched into Charlottesville 
as part of the now-infamous Unite the Right rally. Many of their members wore matching uniforms, 
marched in military-style formations, openly chanted white-supremacist slogans, and invited 
confrontation with counterprotesters and law enforcement. In some cases, their gear and maneuvers 
imitated those used by armies of the past, and their weapons, whether firearms or cruder instruments 
such as shields, bats, batons and flagpoles, were deployed in coordination to intimidate and signal 
that they were, as they put it, “ready to crack skulls.” The day’s fateful events culminated in the death 
of 32-year-old Heather Heyer, for which one marcher has been charged with first-degree murder and 
two federal hate crimes. 

In response, advocates of nonviolence and tolerance have advanced various strategies for dealing 
with these and other extremist groups. The British group Hope Not Hate endorses infiltrating, 
naming and shaming white-nationalist organizations. In the wake of Unite the Right, a joint 
congressional resolution called for increased federal action, including through prosecutions against 
those committing hate crimes motivated by ethnic or racial animus. The Aspen Institute’s Justice & 
Society Program suggests that organizations serving young Americans teach tolerance. Some have 
even advocated counter-violence against neo-fascists, arguing that it’s okay to “punch a Nazi,” an 
ugly, illegal tactic. 

But there is another tool, sitting right in front of us, for reining in these groups: Most states have 
constitutional language, criminal statutes or both barring unauthorized paramilitary activity. Every 
state except New York and Georgia has a constitutional provision, akin to Virginia’s, requiring that 
“in all cases the military should be under strict subordination to, and governed by, the civil power.” 
In other words, private armies are proscribed in 48 states. You can’t legally organize with others into 
battalions to fight those with whom you disagree. As University of Virginia law professor A.E. Dick 
Howard, who formerly directed the Virginia Commission on Constitutional Revision, has written, 
this provision “ensures the right of all citizens . . . to live free from the fear of an alien soldiery 
commanded by men who are not responsible to law and the political process” — an accurate 
description of the militant groups that invaded Charlottesville. (Washington, D.C., the site of alt-right 
protests planned for this weekend, has no such provisions.) 

In addition to constitutional provisions, 28 states have criminal statutes that prohibit individuals from 
forming rogue military units and parading or drilling publicly with firearms, while 25 states have 
criminal statutes that bar two or more people from engaging in “paramilitary” activity, including 
using firearms or other “techniques” capable of causing injury or death in a civil disorder. A dozen 
states have statutes that prohibit falsely assuming the functions of law enforcement or wearing 
without authorization military uniforms or close imitations. On the books for years, these laws are 
rarely invoked. But with the invasion of public spaces and intimidation of citizens that we’ve seen in 
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Charlottesville and around the country, it’s time states employ them to prohibit the coordinated use 
of weapons at demonstrations and rallies, whether through permitting conditions and other 
restrictions or criminal enforcement when warranted. 

For democracy to work, the state must have, as sociologist Max Weber once described it, “the 
monopoly of the legitimate use of physical force.” We often take that idea for granted in the United 
States. But the recent tide of political violence has called it into question. It wasn’t just 
Charlottesville: There was also the “Battle of Berkeley ,” where protesters and counter-protesters 
repeatedly clashed over plans to bring right-wing and white-nationalist speakers to campus, and the 
recent Patriot Prayer rallies in Portland, Ore., that capped a series of violent protests. Most alarming 
has been the increased adoption of paramilitary techniques and weaponry. 

To prevent rogue militia groups from repeating the violence of the Unite the Right rally, we used 
Virginia’s anti-paramilitary laws to bring a lawsuit in Charlottesville, led by Georgetown’s Institute 
for Constitutional Advocacy and Protection on behalf of the city and several businesses and 
associations there. The suit didn’t seek money damages for injuries suffered during the rally. Instead, 
we sought court orders prohibiting white-nationalist and neo-Nazi groups and their leaders; militia 
organizations purporting to defend the First Amendment rights of these groups; and a self-described 
“anti-fascist, anti-racist” organization — that, without authorization, deployed armed members to 
create a security perimeter around a park used by counter-protesters during the rally — from 
returning to Charlottesville as coordinated armed groups during demonstrations, rallies, protests or 
marches. 

[Why I’m taking down my city’s confederate monuments] 

Although many of those who had watched with horror as Unite the Right devolved into violence 
lamented that little could be done, given the First Amendment’s protection of free speech and the 
Second Amendment’s protection of the right to bear arms, the Charlottesville lawsuit was carefully 
crafted to respect constitutionally recognized rights. As Judge Richard E. Moore wrote in rejecting 
motions to dismiss the case, the relief requested would not deny anyone “their right to speak, to 
assemble and protest, or even to bear firearms.” By restricting paramilitary activity and the 
usurpation of military and police powers by private groups, the court orders sought by the lawsuit 
would restore the long-standing public-private equilibrium disrupted by those who descended on 
Charlottesville last August. 

And we won. 

In total, 21 defendant individuals and organizations, including rally organizers Jason Kessler and 
Elliott Kline, and prominent white-nationalist organizations Vanguard America, Traditionalist 
Worker Party, League of the South, and the Nationalist Socialist Movement, entered settlements 
prohibiting them from returning to Charlottesville in groups of two or more, acting in concert while 
armed with any type of weapon during any demonstration, rally, protest or march. Leftist militia 
Redneck Revolt also settled. Two other defendants that failed to respond to the suit were subjected to 
similar prohibitions. 

Although the court orders don’t resolve all the dangers revealed in Charlottesville last year — for 
example, they apply only to the named defendant individuals and groups, plus their successors — 
they nevertheless provide a tool that officials can use to prevent or mitigate the potential for violence 
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at rallies. Should any of the defendants violate the court orders, they will be in contempt of court and 
open to prosecution. Such cases are not without precedent: Violation of a court order prohibiting 
paramilitary activity under North Carolina’s laws resulted in the conviction of the leader of the 
Carolina Ku Klux Klan in the mid-1980s. That’s a powerful deterrent. 

Individuals and groups not named as defendants in the case, and not subject to the court orders, also 
have good reason to avoid attempting to reprise last year’s clashes. That’s because the anti-
paramilitary statutes we used in our lawsuit are criminal statutes, and breaking those laws risks 
criminal prosecution. 

Other jurisdictions can also dust off constitutional provisions and state laws to restrict weapons and 
paramilitary activity at events — whether through the permitting process or public announcements — 
where anticipated attendance by extremists poses serious threats to public safety. Shelbyville and 
Murfreesboro, Tenn., where White Lives Matter rallies were planned last October, did just that, 
avoiding the violence of Unite the Right. A spokesman for the League of the South, which organized 
the Tennessee rallies, later said he’d “had some intel Murfreesboro was a lawsuit trap” and cancelled 
the event there. 

Charlottesville is still working to address the social and economic wounds caused by generations of 
white supremacy, exacerbated by the impact of Unite the Right on marginalized communities. The 
Charlottesville lawsuit is just one example of how we can, as a nation, innovate against hate. 
Government can maintain civic order by asserting its monopoly on the organized use of force, 
preserving the conditions that allow citizens to speak their minds freely and petition for redress of 
grievances without intimidation. 

We can’t predict what will happen in Charlottesville this year; Kessler dropped his effort to obtain a 
permit for an anniversary rally, but that doesn’t guarantee that smaller groups of white nationalists 
won’t gather, for which permits might not be required. It does mean demonstrators will have to toe 
the line and assemble peacefully as citizens expressing their points of view, rather than mimicking 
Brownshirt-style paramilitaries. 
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