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SELECTIVE DECLASSIFICATION AND THE NUNES MEMO
 

If Republicans on the House Intelligence Committee want to publicly release a
classified memo that they prepared on alleged misconduct in the FBI, what could be
wrong with that?

 

Quite a lot, actually. Even if the risks of disclosing classified information in this case
are small (a point that is disputed), the selective disclosure of isolated claims is
bound to produce a distorted view of events. The suppression of dissenting views
held by Democratic members of the Committee only aggravates the distortion.

 

"Deliberately misleading by selectively declassifying is an established technique, and
it is one that is both shady and dangerous," said Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) on
the Senate floor on Tuesday.

 

"This business of selectively cherry-picking things out of classified information to
spread a false narrative has a very unpleasant echo for me because this is what the
Bush administration was up to when it was trying to defend the torture program. They
selectively declassified, for instance, that Abu Zubaydah had been the subject of
what they called their enhanced interrogation techniques program and that he had
produced important, actionable intelligence. What they did not declassify was that all
the actionable intelligence he gave them had been provided before they started on
the torture techniques."

 

Sen. Whitehouse said that the practice resembled Soviet and Russian information
warfare activities that were used "to poison the factual environment."

 

"You start with the selective release of classified material that the public can't get
behind because the rest is classified, the false narrative that the ranking member has
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pointed out that that creates, the partisan and peculiar process for getting there, the
ignoring of warnings from their own national security officials about how bad this is,
the convenient whipping up of all of this in far-right media at the same time, the
amplification of that actually by Russian bots and other sources, and the fact that this
is all pointed, not coincidentally, at the agency and officials who are engaged in
investigating the Trump White House and the Trump campaign, it is so appallingly
obvious what the game is that is being played here."

 

Meanwhile, Sen. Whitehouse said, Congress has taken no action to protect against
foreign interference in U.S. elections.

 

"We are warned that a hostile foreign power is going to attack our 2018 election.
Where is the legislation to defend against that? Where is the markup of the
legislation? Where is the effort to do what needs to be done to defend our
democracy? Here we are just a few months out from the election. We are 9 months
out. Do I have the math right? It is 9 months between here and there. Nothing."

 

Yesterday, the FBI put out a brief statement noting that "we have grave concerns
about material omissions of fact that fundamentally impact the memo's accuracy."

 

But as far as is known, no similar concerns have been expressed by intelligence
community leaders.

 

"It is stunning to me," Sen. Whitehouse said, "that we have heard nothing--at least I
have heard nothing-- [...] from our Director of National Intelligence, DNI Coats, and I
have heard nothing from CIA Director Pompeo for--how long it has been?"

 

Yesterday, coincidentally, the Office of the Director of National
Intelligence announced that DNI Coats had directed the declassification of classified
intelligence records concerning the Tet Offensive launched by North Vietnamese
forces in January 1968.

 

An ODNI posting said that it is part of a "New Transparency Effort To Share Historical
Information of Current Relevance."

 

Any declassification of historical information is welcome. But for all of its historical
gravity, the Tet Offensive could hardly have less "current relevance."

 

JASON: ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE FOR HEALTH CARE
 

The field of artificial intelligence is habitually susceptible to exaggerated claims and
expectations. But when it comes to new applications in health care, some of those
claims may prove to be valid, says a new report from the JASON scientific advisory
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panel.
 

"Overall, JASON finds that AI is beginning to play a growing role in transformative
changes now underway in both health and health care, in and out of the clinical
setting."

 

"One can imagine a day where people could, for instance, 1) use their cell phone to
check their own cancer or heart disease biomarker levels weekly to understand their
own personal baseline and trends, or 2) ask a partner to take a cell-phone-based HIV
test before a sexual encounter."

 

Already, automated skin cancer detection programs have demonstrated performance
comparable to human dermatologists.

 

The JASON report was requested and sponsored by the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services. See Artificial Intelligence for Health and Health Care, JSR-17-
Task-002, December 2017.

 

Benefits aside, there are new opportunities for deception and scams, the report said.
 

"There is potential for the proliferation of misinformation that could cause harm or
impede the adoption of AI applications for health. Websites, apps, and companies
have already emerged that appear questionable based on information available."

 

Fundamentally, the JASONs said, the future of AI in health care depends on access
to private health data.

 

"The availability of and access to high quality data is critical in the development and
ultimate implementation of AI applications. The existence of some such data has
already proven its value in providing opportunities for the development of AI
applications in medical imaging."

 

"A major initiative is just beginning in the U.S. to collect a massive amount of
individual health data, including social behavioral information. This is a ten year,
$1.5B National Institutes of Health (NIH) Precision Medicine Initiative (PMI) project
called All of Us Research Program. The goal is to develop a 1,000,000 person-plus
cohort of individuals across the country willing to share their biology, lifestyle, and
environment data for the purpose of research."

 

But all such efforts raise knotty questions of data security and personal privacy.
 

"PMI has recognized from the start of this initiative that no amount of de-identification
(anonymization) of the data will guarantee the privacy protection of the participants."
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Lately, the US Government has barred access by non-US researchers to a National
Cancer Institute database concerning Medicare recipients, according to a story
in The Lancet Oncology. See "International access to major US cancer database
halted" by Bryant Furlow, January 18, 2018 (sub. req'd.).

 

US POLICY ON SYRIA, AND MORE FROM CRS
 

New and updated reports from the Congressional Research Service include the
following.

 

Administration's Syria Policy Envisions Continued U.S. Presence, CRS Insight,
January 26, 2018

 

TPP Countries Conclude Agreement Without U.S. Participation, CRS Insight,
January 29, 2018

 

Mexico: Background and U.S. Relations, updated January 29, 2018
 

2017 Disaster Supplemental Appropriations: Overview, January 25, 2018
 

Shining a Light on the Solar Trade: Investigation Leads to Tariffs on Solar Energy-
Related Imports (Part I), CRS Legal Sidebar, January 26, 2018

 

Addressing Sexual Harassment by Modifying the Congressional Accountability Act of
1995: A Look at Key Provisions in H.R. 4822, CRS Legal Sidebar, January 29, 2018

 

A Survey of House and Senate Committee Rules on Subpoenas, updated January
29, 2018
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