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Today's Column: Expert View

The Pros Chase Intel and Facts – and They Don’t Leak | John Sipher, Former Member,
CIA's Senior Intelligence Service
"I think that the Republican strategy of complaining about leaks and the “Deep State” is ill
conceived (and disingenuous).  Republicans are deliberately confusing intelligence and
evidence, and implying that leaks are coming from inside the intelligence and law
enforcement agencies. They know better, and in so doing they are disparaging the
committed professionals who are focused on the task at hand."

Must-Read On The Cipher Brief

Cipher Brief Expert View: GOP Baseball Shooting is Domestic Terrorism | Mackenzie
Weinger, National Security Reporter, The Cipher Brief
The FBI is investigating why a gunman opened fire Wednesday on Republican lawmakers

at a congressional baseball practice in Alexandria, Virginia, wounding four people including

a senior lawmaker. The Cipher Brief reached out to Todd Rosenblum, former Acting

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Homeland Defense and Americas' Security Affairs, to

get his thoughts.

*Special Report: Foreign Influence, Domestic Division: The Kremlin and the

American President

Be better prepared (and less political) than most on the implications of Russian
Interference by downloading your exclusive report by The Cipher Brief. Click here to
download your copy.

Why Virtual Currencies are a Potential Strategic Threat | Julia SolomonStrauss,
Program Associate, Center on Law and Security, New York University
"Despite the lack of an immediate threat, the possibility of terrorist use of virtual currency
should remain a concern for policymakers...terrorists could learn from the strikingly
effective ransomware that cybercriminals have been deploying, and use it to fund an attack
or enact an attack using the technology itself."
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Weinger, National Security Reporter, The Cipher Brief
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Why Virtual Currencies are a Potential Strategic Threat I Julia Solomon-Strauss,
Program Associate, Center on Law and Security, New York University
"Despite the lack of an immediate threat, the possibility of terrorist use of virtual currency
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or enact an attack using the technology itself."
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Today's Insight

Will China Play Peacemaker with Its Oil Suppliers Saudi Arabia and Iran? | Bennett
Seftel, The Cipher Brief
As a major importer of oil from two archrivals, Saudi Arabia and Iran, Beijing has managed
to pursue its economic ambitions despite divisive regional politics. However, growing
SaudiIranian tensions could force Beijing to step off the sidelines and become a more
active participant in Middle East politics and security.

Expert Commentary

China Looking to Expand Saudi Trade Via Renewable Energy,

Petrochemicals | Ambassador Gary Grappy, Former U.S. Ambassador to Oman
"Both sides want to see the relationship go beyond oil and gas. The Kingdom has been
investing in China for two decades and is now hoping to see Beijing reciprocate in Saudi
Arabia."

China Courts Iran to Sell Goods, Diversify Oil Sources | Steven Friedman, Political
Scientist, University of Johannesburg
"Beijing also regards Iran as being an important partner, both in terms of oil supplies and
because of its position on the land route to Europe. Saudi Arabia may be unhappy about
this, but from Beijing’s perspective, too bad. China wants to split its Gulf oil purchases
among that region’s producers instead of relying on just one."

Podcasts

The Cipher Brief Daily Podcast

Get a daily rundown of the top security stories and previews of the exclusive content

available on The Cipher Brief.

Listen now - on iTunes or on our website

15 Minutes

There’s seldom a day that we don’t hear about cyber attacks, hacks, and how

governments and the general public should protect against cyber threats or criminals.

One company says its mission is to use technology to do just that: keep people safe

online. The company’s called Jigsaw. It’s a technology incubator created by Google.

But how do they do it? The Cipher Brief’s Leone Lakhani spends 15 minutes with

Jigsaw’s Managing Director Scott Carpenter to find out. 

Listen to 15 Minutes: Scott Carpenter on Using Technology to Stay Safe Online -

or get it on iTunes

The Cipher Take

U.S. Senate Votes for Sanctions on Russia

The U.S. Senate voted 97 to 2 Wednesday in support of increased sanctions against
Russia for its meddling in the 2016 election, annexation of Crimea, and its support for the
Assad regime in Syria. If signed into law, the bill would allow Congress to review sanctions,
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impose sanctions on Russian individuals guilty of civil rights abuses, and provide statutory
authority for actions now outlined in presidential executive orders. Senate Minority Leader
Chuck Schumer (DN Y) said, "These additional sanctions will also send a powerful,
bipartisan statement that Russia and any other nation who might try to interfere with our
elections will be punished." The bill must pass in the House and go to President Donald
Trump for his signature before it can become law.

The Cipher Take: 
The White House and Secretary of State Rex Tillerson have not supported the bill on the

grounds that stricter sanctions would limit the diplomatic options. Politico has reported that

the White House is attempting to drum up opposition to the bill in the House. Trump could

veto the bill If the bill passes the House, but that veto could be overridden with a twothirds

majority in each house. 

Want more of The Cipher Take? Read the rest of our analysis on today's headlines
at thecipherbrief.com.
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Former Director, National Security Agency
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"The Cipher Brief is comprehensive providing indepth expertise that spans globally

relevant issues. In a world that is constantly changing, the Cipher Brief is proactive in

identifying the critical conversations and engaging subject matter experts in the public and

private sectors to help drive solutions."
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